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Debashish Bhattacharya: The Sound of the
Soul. Abstract Logix.

Preceded in the rarefied realm of Hin-
dustani slide guitar by his guru, Bo
Bhushan Kabra (1937-2018), and the
Grammy-winning Vishwa Mohan Bhatt,
Debashish Bhattacharya has set a new
standard—for himself and Indian clas-
sical-crossover styles—with The Sound of
the Soul. Released on the label founded
by jazz-fusion guitarist John McLaughlin,
who recruited Bhattacharya into his Re-
member Shakti band, this is a collection
of four dazzling and absorbing pieces
that range from eight to 39 minutes in du-
ration, dedicated to the centenary of the
late sarod master and global popularizer
of Indian music Ustad Ali Akbar Khan
(1922-2009). The 60-year-old native of
Kolkata plays a 24-string, hollow-neck
chaturangui, a lap steel guitar of his own
design, with its six main melody strings
flanked by two rhythm strings and 14 res-
onating strings. The setup allows him to
elasticize notes with his slide and create
sitar- and sarod-like drones and echoes.
Accompanied by tabla player Swapan
Chaudhuri on three tracks, including the
epic meditation “To His Lotus Feet,” and
on the opening track by Akhilesh Gun-
decha on the two-headed pakhawaj hand
drum, Bhattacharya puts his dazzling
technical facility in the service of feel-
ing and mood, although there are plenty
of jaw-dropping improvised passages
throughout. Derk Richardson

Further Listening: Various: Slide Crazy!
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